











Lion Volleyballers break even|

A couple of mental lapses at
critical points proved costly
to Penn State’s’ volleyball
team in its season opener at
Princeton Saturday af-
ternoon.

The volleyballers started
out the morning right by
trouncing the Pratt Institute
15-4 and 15-3. The Newark
Engineering School suffered
the same fate as Pratt as the
Lion spikers knocked off their
second straight team, 15-5
and 15-3.

As the afternoon rolled
around, the fortunes of the
defending Eastern champs

moved in the
direction.

The Lions defeated Army in
the first match 15-10, but lost
a heartbreaker in overtime,
14-16, in the second. In the
rubber match, the West
Pointers squeaked out a 15-13
victory.

In the game with Princeton,
the mental errors became
obvious as the volleyballers,
leading in both matches, lost
to the hosting Tigers, 14-16
and 14-16.

The new offense used by
Penn State, which was the
questionmark in the season,
worked ‘‘well the whole
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V-ballers scimmage

The Penn State volleyball
team, hoping to create
student interest, will par-
ticipate in an ‘exhibition
tournament this Sunday
afternoon from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
in the Rec Hall main gym.

Five outstanding teams are
scheduled to match spikes in

game,” coach Tom Tait
remarked.

Ironically, it was on defense
where the mental lapses
occurred. Army,  using off-
speed serves and other
gimmicks, kept the Lion
defense scrambling, which
took away from the spikers’
effectiveness on offense. .

“Our offense did well,”” said
Tait, “but we have a few
things to work on this week on
defense.”

Tait added that, although
the afternoon’s split wasn’t
impressive, ‘“‘we played like a y
very solid team.”
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the tourney and Lion coach
Tom Tait assured, ‘‘anybody
that comes out is going to see
some really good volleyball.”

Heading the list of teams
will be A and B divisions of
the Lion volleyball squad. The
Lions will use the scrimmage
to prep for their match with
Binghamton and West Point
at Binghamton February
24th. ;

A graduate team will
compete in the tourney,
featuring ‘‘two really out-
standing volleyball players,”
according to Tait.

Seum Seyham, a grad
student from Turkey, is a
very unusual player, Tait.
said. “He just plays the game
differently than  most
volleyball players.” ;

In addition to the Turkish
flash, Ron Smith, last year’s
All-East selection, will talge
time from his job in Virginia
to return to his alma mater.
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“It’s a question of our
getting it together, and if we
do, we’ll be tough,” claims
Jeff Keller, the returning All-
East selection from the Penn
State championship
volleyball team.

The volleyballers, who
placed second in league
competition last season and
won the divisional playoffs at
the Eastern Tournament at
West Point in March, have the
veteran strength to keep the
title surrounded by moun-
tains.

Coach Tom Tait is satisified
with the performance of his
team in pre-season scrim-
mages with squads from
Meadville and Mt. Gretna.
Tait is optimistic about the
coming season and hopes his
team is ready tomorrow for
encounters with host Prince-
ton, Army and the Newark
College of Engineering.

The big question mark

tomorrow will be the Lions’
ability to execute a new, more
complicated offensive pat-
tern.

Tait, who switched from the
regular 4-2 to a 5-1 power
offense this season, says he
thinks he has the personnel to
handle it. He described the
offense as ‘““more
sophisticated and more
difficult to defense than the
pattern used last year.”

George Guch, a key
returning veteran, is con:
fident team can run the new
offense. Last year’s squad,
comprised of individual
rather than team ballplayers,
could never have mastered
the new offense, Guch says.

‘““We have an excellent
coach and we can be better
this year than we were last
year,” he added.

The nucleus of that
championship club returns
this year.

Keller, whom Tait says is
“a truly outstanding player
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V-ballers even tougher?

and our best server,” heads
the list of returning hitters.
He and veteran starter Don
Weyel form the backbone of
the hitting corps.

Don Harslem holds down a
hitter position, while Gary
Strawbridge and John
Temple have been alternating
at the other hitter slot.

Guch, premier setter last
year, carries along with his
5’10” frame ‘‘outstanding
talent and a lot of ex-
perience,” according to Tait.

Rounding out the starting
six is John Carre, who works
the other setter post. Carre
lacks experience, but Tait
says “he has a real soft touch
and good, soft sets.”

“We may go there just to be
the only Penn State team to
ever beat Tennessee,” Tait
added smilingly.

On June 9th at Rec Hall,

Penn State will host the 1973
United States Volleyball Club
interregional playoffs. Tait
says this tournament will not
only feature the best
volleyball in the East, “but
the best in the United States
outside of California.”’

The Penn State volleyball
team, despite intercollegiate
competition, is not a varsity
organization. The team
participates in the Eastern
Collegiate Volleyball League
and follows all NCAA
eligibility rules.

“Getting it together’” ap-
pears to be the formula for
another victorious volleyball
season. How much have they
got it together?

“If you take your index and
middle fingers and spread
them apart,” says Keller
“that’s about how far we are
from getting our new offense
together.”



